THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA
until he sighted Flores island at the beginning of the month of
August.
There they encountered two French corsair ships and a large
zabra which captured them and robbed them of everything they had
and of the despatches and letters, and carried them to Flores island
along with Pedro Bernal Cermeno. They robbed him also and
carried off his ship, At Flores deponent ransomed the despatches for
fifty ducats and they gave him his ship. Very shortly afterwards,
deponent being on shore with the despatches, two other ships came
up and untied his ship and carried it off.
From Flores deponent proceeded in a boat with the despatches
to Fayal and thence to La Terceira, where he found the ship of
Vicente Gonzalez, coming from Florida, in which deponent came
to Spain and landed at Ayamonte for fear of the Moors. Thence they
travelled overland to bring the news to this House, and this is what
occurred.
Asked what troops there were in the garrison at Havana and in
what shape they were, deponent said he understood that they were
in very good shape and in good spirit and that they were numerous,
but he did not learn how many men there were.
In Havana he heard it said that the English (p. 8) fleet had passed
by the port and had stopped there and sent boats to the harbour
mouth, and that the ships tacked back and forth for some days in
sight of Havana, after which they had disembogued and gone to
Florida and destroyed the forts, and that the ship which left with
deponent from Havana carried subsistence and munitions and other
things for the relief. Deponent does not know what else the English-
man's fleet did except that it was said that he was going to attack
Santa Elena.
At La Terceira deponent heard it said that the English fleet had
taken a vessel coming from the Strait of Magellan but he is not
definitely informed as to what happened. And this that he has
stated and declared is the truth on die oath he took, and he is over
forty years old, and he signed it with his name.
Bias Gonzalez (Rubric),
Before me, Diego de Cordoba, clerk (Rubric).